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Old River Lane Delivery Board Meeting
Teams/ Room 1.15
 
Thursday, 18th September 2025 15:30 – 16:30 


Minutes of the meeting

Present: Cllr Ben Crystall (BC – Chair) Cllr Mione Goldspink (MG), Ben Wood (BW), Helen Standen (HS), Cllr Carl Brittain (CB), Cllr Sarah Hopewell (SH), Cllr Sarah Copley (SC), James Ellis

Apologies: Andrew Sanderson, David Falco, Brian Maldon, Miriam Swainston

Declarations of interest: SC and MG noted their roles on the Town Council.

Item 1: Minutes from the last meeting
Agreed.

Item 2: Cityheart update
Andrew Sanderson was unable to make the meeting however provided an update over email to board members. Key points include:
· Planning Performance Agreement has been signed with East Herts Planning Department to oversee this scheme and forthcoming planning application.
· Design Review Panel site meeting and review/discussion took place on 27th August. We have now received their formal report following this session and the design team are currently reviewing this and actioning design changes to the scheme where possible and appropriate.
· RIBA Stage 2 detailed design continuing with Cityheart/design team still on track for a planning submission in late November.
· Cityheart are seeking to hold a further Public Consultation event in early November – exact dates/times/venue to be confirmed in due course

Item 3: Public Square
David Falco has met with Howells to discuss the final designs. The original plan was to present them to this meeting however this will have to be deferred as the final costing is not yet available. BW wants to be sure the design fit within the overall cost envelope agreed. 

Item 4: Water Lane Hall
BW confirmed that the URC intend to surrender the lease on the 29th September. The URC have confirmed that all existing users – including the comedy club – have secured other venues. It is likely that the Council will need to temporarily close the facility whilst we decide on the next steps for the building. Given there are now no regular users, the impact of this should be minimal.
Following the public meetings in July, MG, MS and BW are all planning to meet with community group representatives to look at alternative options. 
MG asked whether the building would need to be boarded up. BW said we would need to restrict access but that might not necessarily mean being boarded up. The property team will look at what the most appropriate solution is. 

AOB
BW fed back to the Board that the car boot operator who had previously used the Causeway Car Park on a Sunday had asked about resuming the event over the Autumn and Winter. BW felt the event was popular and made use of the space however local businesses were not keen. 
MG and SC agreed that the main issue was the impact on local businesses and that the car boot operator would need to reassure the Board all issues around parking, WC use etc would be managed. The Board agreed that a licence to use the space could be issued provided the operator could address their concerns.
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