Gilston Area Community Forum
9 Sept 2026
Comments and Feedback in relation to the forthcoming highways works, including the closure of Eastwick Road.

	Comment/ question
	Response


	Eastern Stort Crossing (ESC) – when will this be delivered and do PfP own all the land required?
	By 3,250 homes occupied which is likely to be around 2033.  Yes, PfP own the land required.


	Up until the delivery of the ESC all traffic going east towards Sawbridgeworth and Bishop’s Stortford needs to use the existing roads.  This will cause significant impact at Pye Corner.  Is this acceptable?
	The impact is considered to be acceptable.  The s106 triggers are based on those which were acceptable to the highway authority.

Work on ESC will need to commence significantly in advance of the required date due to the complexity and timescale for delivery.  The Councils will be monitoring delivery progress.

Reference also made to the Transport Review Group (TRG) required by the s106.  This can consider and advise in relation to other actions that required during development to ensure that impacts are mitigated.


	Does the 3,250 target delivery number include V7.

	Yes.

	Have names for the villages been identified.  Important that this should include community engagement.

	Work underway but names are not yet identified.

	Re Eastwick Road closure, has night time working been considered?
	Yes, but night-time only working would not be practical as the extent of work would not enable it to be opened up and closed back down during each night time session.


	How about night and day/ 24 hours?
	The number of utilities and organisations to coordinate makes this very difficult along with the practicalities of the work.  The highways team have pushed the developers/ contractors significantly to contract their time requirements.  This is now considered to be a robust minimum that that does not over promise only to result in overruns.


	Could a temporary alternative carriageway/ route be provided across other land owned by PfP?
	This would entail substantial costs and need to meet required standards of construction etc.  Not considered to be a reasonable option.


	Emergency services – how will they access affected areas.
	The highway authority liaises with the emergency services so that they can plan accordingly, eg where ambulances may be stationed and routes they can use during the closure event.


	Other alternative routes: eg via Allens Green – are also not currently available due to a closure there.
	This closure due to electrical supply work to the site.  PfP will look to see if that work can be closed off in time before the Eastwick Road closure.  This will not be an official diversion however due to the status of the roads.


	Other alternatives – Burnt Mill Lane.
	Not available due to the structural integrity of the Burnt Mill Lane bridge over the canal.  Not feasible to bring this to the required standard so cannot be made available to vehicles.  This route is available to peds and cyclists.  PfP will assess whether any further action can be taken in relation to the bridge.


	Traffic levels on the Harlow Road are likely to make right hand turns on to that road from High Wych Road difficult.  Can temporary traffic lights be installed?

	PfP undertake to consider this.

	Developers have undertaken survey to understand what actions may ease impact to residents during closure – but have commenced closure without any such actions.

	PfP are still considering all the responses made.  It is difficult to identify actions that will be helpful on a broad basis.

	Can temporary connecting buses be provided?

	PfP is looking at buses to assist in children’s school journeys

	Eastwick – currently vehicles are passing through the village, some at high speed, to avoid the queue toward Eastwick roundabout (from the west).  Can action be taken?

	PfP will see if action can be identified to resolve this

	Closed off right hand turn out of Eastwick, can this be reconsidered.
	This was considered an appropriate safety action.  PfP can re-test the requirement for this.


	Eastwick Hall Lane – some waste dumping has occurred and fire risks are apparent along this lane.
	PfP taking action in relation to the waste.  There are legal requirements to fulfil.  Any other impacts, details to be provided to PfP.


	Eastwick Road – what guarantee that works will complete and the road reopened on 9 Nov?
	A guarantee cannot be given but a robust timescale for works has been drawn up.  Work to take place 7.30am to 5pm Mon to Fri and 7.30am to 3.30pm Sat.  Some contingency is built in.  HCC does have the ability to levy fines if works are not completed to the timetable.  Progress will be monitored throughout the closure.


	Church Lane junction – what works required and when in relation to this junction and V7 delivery?  Please ensure that no closures take place at the same time as Eastwick Road closure.
	The highways Network Management team that will deal with any proposed highways access in relation to V7 is the same team that is dealing with Eastwick Road.  The team is aware of the related impacts and will consider these when any V7 works are considered and agreed.


	Are there likely to be any highway works elsewhere in the Sawbridgeworth and Bishop’s Stortford area at the same time as Eastwick Road?

	None are planned but utility operators do have the ability to undertake emergency works if these become necessary.

	Concern expressed that the mitigating action survey undertaken by PfP was not a meaningful exercise as decisions already taken.
	PfP confirmed that they are still working through potential actions that could be identified to assist during the closure.  However, difficult to identify anything that would be helpful widely.


	Why was a closure of Eastwick Road not implemented during the summer school holidays?
	All parties did work toward this as a possibly less impactful outcome.  However, it had not been possible to coordinate the necessary utility operators to undertake the works in that timescale.




